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Take it solo with a twist, plugged in and rocking, straight and smoothing, launching into the free zone, or finding new nuances

and textures in classical music. It’s all that Uri Caine can do with the piano. Last year Caine had a full week to explore his

adventurous and wonderful multifaceted music at The Stone. For this date at Smalls, he has assembled a piano trio with bassist

Mark Helias and drummer Clarence Penn to celebrate his new album Calibrated Thickness, a gem of 15 originals he has

penned (most are short, with only a few topping five minutes…sounds like ’60s AM radio to me). It’s the first time since 2011 that

Caine has recorded with a trio, so that makes for something tasty, especially since he will be exploring a range of eclectic and

eccentric music that is treated to top-tier improvisations. “There’s a lot of freedom in the piano trio,” Caine says. “It’s very open

and loose. We keep the structure together, but within that I like the freedom it offers.” Special night in a special, intimate space.

—Dan Ouellette
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